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&ed. Feb. T, 191, Bethesda

Dear Maumma, ,

When I colled, and in my lettep also, I said I would call
you up after seeing the doctor and getting ths results of a new
blood count. Imagine how angry I was to learn that 1t hadn't
gone up at all since the second time, when it had gone up ten
pointa! I was sure it had gone up a éooa deal since then, be=-
cause 1 am feeling benter and seem to have more stamina. Well,
it hadn't, darn it. 'It's still in the neighborhood of 65. Since
1 had taken two shots as well as the pills the {lrst week, when
it went up ten polnts, 1'am golng to taxe three shots this week,
and see what happens. Dr. Norton doesn't seem to think there is
mueh more in the shois than there i3 in tae pills- "You ean
absorb just so much and no more at a tLime", says he.-But circum~
Stantlal evidence fends to make the shots-sound good, nonetheless.
If, at my next blood count a week from toaay, the hemoglobin has
gone up I shall be tempted to think that I'm better at absorbing
the stuff intrmuscularly than by mouth, and I lwagine we will go
on with the shots. I'm anxious to get that old bloecd count up by
hook or by crook, because a difference of Just ten points makes
me feel considerably more human and anyway I want to get it up
t0 aproximately normal by the muixex middle of March if 1it's
posaible, so 1 can have this baby earlier than the tenth of Aprid.
I am getting to be so glgantic around the middle that life is
pretty unc anfortable. 3ince I can't stop eating things that put
on welght 1 know it wéll just pet worse as time goes on. I contilnpe
with the capsules, too, of course- &8 well g8 lots of meat. Liver
is, alas, too much for me. I am trying also to eat a lot of eggs.
But recovery by diet alone 1s too slow to do me much good, 80 ale
though 4 enjoy the nice expensive steaks, I'm not counting on them.
By the way, 1 found out to my satisfaction that when 1 flirst went
in for a checkeup after our return from vacation my blood count was
perfectly normale= I didn't even know what the nurse was tak ing the
blecod for. I thought it was only for the xh factor, but it a.pears
it was a2l1so for the hemoglobin content. Well, from September to
January it went down 1like a ton of bricks, which I suppose accounts
for why Litte X 1ls so frisky, and I am so unfrisky.

I'm afraid this puts off the return of L.J., since in addition
to the.-ten point gain I'm sure the complete rest has done a lot
toward making me feel better. Now that I never attempt to do o
much, I dom't feel so tired anymore. I'm afraid the Christmas rush
on to; of the blood count was what did me in. From now on I m not
even going to attempt to be anything but a convalescent. If-next
week the blood count shows a nice rise I shall again plan to have
Laurence here for a while, and continue the shots. I do miss the'
boy more and more and want very much t o see him around, but there's
no use trying it unless the hemoglobin is up.

We are always glad to get your letters and hear all about the
doings at Flemington and Westiield. We cevtainly pulled a sad boner
in mentioning the pupples over the telephone. However, he ssemed to
take it stoicly enough. You just can't tell.-Thanks for everything,
again. For- taking good care of him, for giving me the opportunity to
fest gquietly, anf for telling me all the events. There are no events
to relate here in Sethesda. Each day 1s Just .ike the one befors. We
did éO out to supper on Sunday, however. Big news!

Love to all threse, -
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